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“Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land, to all 
the inhabitants thereof.” 


"Tay this down as the law of nations. I say that mil- 
itary authority takes, for the timo, the place ef all munic- 
ipal institutions, and SLAVERY AMONG THE REST ; 
and that, under that state of things, so far from its being 
trae that the States where slavery exists have the exclusive 
management of the subject, not only the PResipENr or 
Tae Unrrep States, but the Commanper oF tHe ARMY, 
HAS POWER TO ORDER THE UNIVERSAL EMAN- 
CIPATION OF THE SLAVES. *. . . From thé instant 
that the slaveholding States become the theatre of a war, 
Crvit, servile, or foreign, from that instant the war powers 
of Congress extend to interference with the institution of 
slavery, IN EVERY WAY IN waicu rr CAN BE INTERFERED 
wits, from a claim of indemnity for slaves taken or de- 
stroyed, to the cession of States, burdened with slavery, to 
& foreign power, . . . It isa war power. I say it is a war 
power ; and when your country is actually in war, whether 

_ it be a war ot invasion or a war of insurrection, 
has power to ce y on the war, and wvust carry it ON, AC- 
CORDING TO THE LAws OF WAR ; and by the laws of war, 
an invaded country has all its laws and municipal institu- 
tions swept by the board, and MARTIAL POWER TAKES THE 
PLACE OF Them. When two hostile armies are set in martial 
array, the commanders of both armics have power to eman- 
cipate all the slaves in the invaded territory.”--J.Q Anas. 
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Refuge of Oppression. 
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~~ IprP, DAVIS CORRESPONDENOE. 

The following are among the letters which were 
found among the private papers of Jefferson Davis at 
Vicksburg. They are printed precisely as written, 


and reveal the embryotic workings of secession at the 
f their several dates. 





period oO 
Letter from Ex-Governor Reynolds, of It. 
Betievitee, Ivx., Dee. 28, 1860. 

Dear Frienps—I write to you because I can not 
well avoid it. I am, in heart and soul, for the 
South, as they are right in the principles, and pos- 
sess the Constitution, i 

If the public mind will bear it, the seat of Gov- 
ernment, the Government itself, and the army and 
navy, ought to remain with the South, and the Con- 
qitation. [have been promulgating the above sen- 
timent, although it is rather revolutionary. A Pro- 
yisional Government should be established at Wash- 
ington to receive the power of the out-going Presi- 
dent, and for the President-elect to take the oath of 
office out of slave territory. 

Now Icome tothe point. All the slave States 
must separate from the North and come together. 
The Free States will not concede an atom, but are 
bent on the destruction of Slavery.’ Why, in God’s 
name cannot the Northern slave States see this fact, 
as clear as noon-day before their eyes ? 

The general Secession ought to be accomplished 
before the 4th of March. Mr. Buchanan deserves 
immortal honor for keeping down bloodshed. In 
one hour, by telegraph, he could order Fort Moultrie 
to fire on Charleston, and the war would rage over 
the Union. Iam, in heart and soul, against war ; 
but the best way to keep peace is to be able to de- 
fend yourselves. 

If the slave States would unite and form a Con- 
vention, they might bave the power to coerce the 
North into terms to amend the Constitution so 
as to protect slavery more efficiently. 

You will pardon this letter, as it proceeds from 
friendly motives, from your friend, 

Joun ReYNOLDs. 
To the Hon. Jeff. Davis, and ex-Gov. Smith. 


Letter from Prof. Hackley, of New York. 
Corvmp1a Cottece, New York, Dee. 26, 1860. 

My Dear Sir: My sympathies are entirely with 
the South. This declaration will, I trust, lead you 
to listen without prejudice to a suggestion in fayor 
of one mode of compromise to which J think the Re- 
publicans would accede, and which would secure, 
in effect, everything which the Southern States de- 
sire. Let the Territories remain free from slavery 
while Territories. This would satisfy, literally, the 
dogma on which Mr. Lincoln’s election was based. 
When the Territories become States, let them then, 
or at any future time, have the privilege of introduc- 
ing slavery at their own election. Those regions 
whose climate and productions require it would in- 
evitably become slave States, and afford abundant 
room for the necessary expansion of your domestic 
institution. 

The objection to this is the intrigues which the 
Abolitionists would practise when a Territory has to 
be admitted a State. But the whole energy of the 
South, backed by the conservatism of the North, 
would counteract this. It would be troublesome 
and expensive, but not so much so as civil war. 

These considerations may have been already pre- 
sented, but ] have not seen them. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Cnaries W. HAckiey. 
Letter from Price Williams, of Mobile. 
Mosixe, Dee. 14, 1860. 
Hon. Jerrerson Davis : 

Dean Sir: You may not recollect me. I was 
once introduced to you in your city by Gen. C. J. 
MeRea; but, my dear Sir, we all know you, and in 
this crisis we look with deep interest to your every 
action. Our States, Alabama, Mississippi, and oth- 
ers adjoining, are becoming more and more united 
every day in the sentiment of speedy Secession. 

Ishould look upon any delay to attempt any com- 
Promise as fraught with the most deadly hostility to 
our section. 

Jt is the sentiment from almost every direction. 
We hope our Southern friends will not allow us to 
be compromised, in any delay, nor in the enter- 
tainment of any proposition for compromise. 
= urge our friends to be as the needle to the 

It should be regarded as an indignity to the South 
that Corwin was made chairman of the special com- 


ata I hope no Southern man will dishonor 
imself by even meeting the chairman in the com- 
mittee room. 


Forsythe, the great disturber here, is this morn- 
¢ declining the use of his name for the State Con- 
vention; also D. C. Anderson, who was put upon the 
Forsythe ticket, has also declined. See Mobile Reg- 
wer of the 14th of December, 1860. This is very 
indicative. Yancey’s speech here last week had 
4 powerful effect in serving the co-operative affini- 
hes. It was a fine effort. 

I think all of the prominent men from Georgia, 
who can be spared from Washington, ought to be in 
the canvass at home. 

a hen your State shall eall you home, (which I 
ope will be soon,) will you not return through Mo- 
& *,and give us a few days’ previous notice, say a 
‘patch trom Montgomery? Our people would like 
to honor you, 
~ Yancey gives it as his opinion that three- 
a rths of the one hundred delegates to our State 
“vention will be out and out separate State seces- 
Nonists, 

The only terms upon which I would endertain a 
Proposition for compromise, would be to let the 
oe States go into secession. 
hee Lincoin and Hamlin resign. Without this 

The of their resignation, heed no - sition. 
“a vat being done, then to repeal the Liberty Bills, 
ety amend the Constitution, so that any State, 
be dj failing to surrender slaves peaceably, should 
*disranchised in the Presidential Electoral Col 

ee. But why speak of compromise? We are 
ee from making any tender, and they do not 

wx i. Surrendering any important principle. South 
pe ‘ita will soon put the ball in motion, and eight 
wine others will follow rapidly. [am troubling 
You with too long a letter. 
- eee very truly, 9 Price WrtraMs. 
“SI hope Breckinridge will not go to South 
Carolina with Crittenden Sei Gath. Tt will 
greatly damage his reputation South. P.W 


Letter from J. D. M’ Pherson. 


Dear § be ag tog November 19, 1860. 
m-~-The S .s 
earnest this — South seems to be thoroughly in 


Wien oh ». I say seems, for we cannot tell 
, At the real spirit of the people is. If they are 


lead just now in South Carolina, I doubt are the 
right men to lead the South; but no doubt the 
right men will come when there is real danger. 

If the cotton States will only manage rightly, 
they can and will be joined by Virginia and Mary- 
land, and undoubtedly by Kentucky. These States 
will not secede on account of Lincoln’s election 
merely, but they will join in obtaining guarantees, 
and if these guarantees be refused, then they may 
make that a cause for secession. 

What guarantees shall be demanded ? 
1. A veto by the South upon every act of Con- 


2. A right to exclude any candidate from the 
Presidency. 
There are many ways in which this could be ef- 
fected in substance. 
_1. By increasing the representation from the South, 
either according to actual population, which would 
be temporary, or, 
2. By increasing the representation according to 
area, which would be permanent. 
3. By making a two-thirds vote necessary to pass 
laws in Senate or House, or both. 
So far as I gather the sentiment in this region, it 
is as above expressed, that we have a right, and it is 
expedient, to demand additional guarantees against 
the acts of a mere majority of the North, and not a 
majority of the whole country; but that the acci- 
dental victory of a party which is so largely in the 
minority does not afford ground of itself and alone 
for our secession. 
In Maryland the indignation at the election of 
Lincoln is greater thanI had expected, and I am 
sure the State will be with you in every step to se- 
cure guarantees in the Union, and the concession 
by the North to us of a sufficient political power 
- protect ourselves (not to be protected) in the 
nion. 


Yours respectfully, Joun D. McPuerson. 


Pray do not resign, and thus give up a position 
which may give essential advantage hereafter. 
Just the same demonstration can be made, if you 
please, by refusing to sit after March 3, that Toombs 
and others make by resigning, to take effect then. 
If you resign, you leave the way open for some one 
by some intrigue to get into the Senate. By hold- 
ing on, you are master of the situation. No one wants 
a resignation from you as a proof of your devotion. 
Weaker men have to give a sign. None is required 
from you. ; 


Letter from Wm. Anderson, of Michigan. 


Ann Arpor MicuiGan 11th Jany 1861 
Tvs Terenncon Davis 

Dr S Pettition are now in circulation mM tms wave 
without distinction of parties requesting Congress to 
= the 

mig 


few more details added to the Crittan resolutions to 
make them acceptable tothe South. The line 36 
30 should be run through to the Pacific and the 
Northern States should be compelled to prohibit ne- 
gro mobs from interfearing with rendition of runaway 
slaves. But I need not advise as you know much 
better than myself what measures should be adopted 
for the security of the South. 

The democrats here stand up manfully for the 
rights of the South we have many firey arguments 
in our humble way and sometimes blows and bloody 
noses. 

The abalationists are all abalitianists in principal 
all pulling the same roap negroe but they ave coming 
down we tell them of the sins they have committe 
in arraying the North against the South disrupting 
the Union dividing churches &e. They now plainly 
if this negro question should be sittled their party 
would be split to pieces and powerless in future. 

I have insisted that Massachusetts refused to come 
into the Union unless allowed to import slaves for 
20 years, and that the time expire in 1808. If 
this is the fact you will confer a favor by ertree | 
me of it and where and what work it may be found. 
If this the fact and you or some Democratic Sen- 
ator would state this in some one of your speeches 
and where it may be found it would give us a pow- 
erful club to break their heads with. 

The Surman by Revd Mr. Van Dyke of Brook- 
lyne N Y has done a great good it has been published 
in nearly all our Democratic papers and published 
in pamplet form and distributed among the people 
of Poth parties. 

l take the New York Journal of Commerce some 
weekly constitution I am formerly from Orange Co 
N Y 60 miles above the city ; 

I thauk you for Mr. ‘Tomes speech is a good one. 
Very truly yours, Wa. ANDERSON. 


Letter from John Cowdon. 
Hazienvrst, 17th Der 1860. 


Cox. Davis Dear Sir I hope you will excuse the 
liberty I have taken, in writing to you so often. 
The article enclosed is from the Day Book—which 
has done more to enlighten the whole country on 
the negro question than all the balance of the papers 
put together. But without troubling you to read 
the whole, of the article, on Compromises I call your 
special attention to the last three or four lines. They 
should be reprinted and pinned in the hat of nine 
tenths of our southern congressmen. 

The Ball rolls gloriously on here. If old Buchan- 
an has any sense, he will surrender the forts at 
Charleston to South Carolina this will prevent a 
collision and bloodshed, which for a time will leave 
half the Southern States in the Union. But if he 
does not deliver them to South Carolina that glori- 
ous State will open the war the whole South will 
make common cause—one or two great battles may 
ensue—where two to four hundred thousand will be 
engaged the South will be victorious the North will 
grow sick of the fun for they will have 3,000,000 

le at home crying Blood or Bread they will be 
glad to treat with us—divide property—(Federal) 
at Washington the army and navy and the territo- 
ries this will be the end of the whole affair. You 
will be the Southern Commander and I now—ask 
the position of one of your aids—if I have got (in 
your Judgment) -enough sense to fill the place I am 
your friend Jounx Cowpon. 


Letter from John Brodhead, of Pennsylvania. 
PHILADELPHIA, March 7, 1860. 


Mr. Jerrerson Davis—My Dear Sir: Can 
you tell me if Gen. Larmon is likely to remain much 
longer in Nicaragua? I should like to go to that 
country, and help open it to civilization and niggers. 1 
could get strong recommendations from the Presi- 
dent's present friends in Pennsylvania for the place, 
were the mission vacant, and I think I would prove 
a live minister. 





and long for a home in the sunny South. 


kind remembrances to Mrs. Davis and yourself. 





'N earnest—and they ought to be—they can obtain 
Those who 


“uportant guarantees from the North. 


Sincerely and gratefully your friend, 
Joun BropHEAD. 


I am tired of being a white slave at the North, 


Please let me hear from you when you have lei- 
sure. Mrs. Brodhead unites with me in sending 


APPEAL OF SOUTHERN OLERGYMEN 
“To CHRISTIANS (!!!) THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.” 


1g The “Appeal,” from which the following ex- 
tracts are made, was signed by ninety-five clergymen, 
declared to represent (and no doubt truly representing) 
the principal Protestant denominations at the South. 
It was published in England, as well as in the South- 
ern States. In another column will be found an article 
referring to it, addressed to the English workingmen, 
by that distinguished friend of freedom, General 
Thompson. 
Ricumonp, April 23, 1863. 

CuristiAN Bretaren—lIn the name of our hdy 
Christianity we address you in this form, respectiag 
matters of great interest to us, which we believe 
deeply concern the cause of our blessed Master, aad 
to which we invoke your serious attention. 
We speak not in the spirit of controversy, not by 
vee = inspiration, but as servants of the Most 

figh God we speak the “ truth in love,” concernirg 
things which make for peace. 
In the midst of war—surrounded by scenes that 
pain the souls of all good men—deploring the evils 
which are inseparable from national contentions, we 
feel most deeply impressed by the conviction, that 
for our own sake, for the sake of our posterity, for 
the sake of humanity, for the sake of the truth, and, 
above all, for the sake of our Redeemer’s kingdom, 
it behoves us to testify of certain things in our be- 
loved land, which seem to be neither understood ner 
appreciated by our enemies, nor yet clearly appre- 
ciated by Christians of other nations. 
We put forth this address after much praye:, 
solemnly invoking the blessing of Almighty God, 
and committing what we say to that Providence by 
which we trust we are directed, and by whose aw 
thority and power the Governments of the earth 
stand or fall. 
Among all the indefensible acts growing out of 
the inexcusable war waged against us, we will refer 
to one especially, in regard to which, for obvious 
reasons, we would speak, and as becometh us, plain- 
ly and earnestly : the recent proclamation of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, seeking the emancipation of 
the slaves of the South, is, in our judgment, a suitable 
occasion for solemn protest on the part of the people 
of God throughout the world. 
First, upon the hy pothesis that the proclamation 


could be carried out in its design, we have no lan- 
guage to describe the bloody tragedy that would 


appal humanity. Christian sensibilities recoil from 
the vision of a struggle that would inevitably lead to 
the slaughter of tens of thousands of poor deluded 


insurgents. Suppose their owners suffered ; in the 


more. Make it ‘absotutbly WekeaRddy Oe uie bine 


Crittenden Resolutions hoping that it safety that the slaves be slaughtered, and he who 
t induce the ablitianest republican to the South | should write the history of that event would record 
their constitutional rights I think it will require a the darkest chapter of human woe yet written. 


But, secondly, suppose the proc amation—as in- 
deed we ésteem it in the South—a mere tical 
document, devised to win favor among the most 
fanatical of the Northern people, uttering nothiag 
that has not already been attempted, practically, but 
in vain, by the United States; suppose it to be 
worth no more than the paper upon which its bold 
iniquity is traced, nevertheless it is the avowal of a 
principle, the declaration of a wish, the deliberate 
attempt of the chief magistrate of a nation to do that 
which, as a measure of war, must be repugnant to 
civilization, and which we calmly denounce as worthy 
of universal reprobation, and against which Chris- 
tians, in the name of humanity and religion, ought 
to protest. : 
What shall sound Christianity say to that one-idea 
philanthropy which, in the name of an imaginary 
good, in blind fury, rashes upon a thousand unques- 
tionable evils ? 
If it were the time for such argumect, we should 
not fear the issue of a full discussion of this whole 
uestion of slavery. We fear no investigation ; we 
Asalias no debate; but we would not, at an hour 
like this, and in an address which is chiefly a pro- 
test, invoke the spirit of controversy. We content 
ourselves with what we regard as infinitely more 
solemn; we stand before the world, while war si- 
lences the voices of disputants, and men in deadly 
contention wrestle on fields of blood, protesting 
against the crimes that, in the name of liberty and 
philanthropy, are attempted ! Let it go forth from 
our lips while we live ; let it be recorded of us when 
we are dead, that we—ministers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and members of his holy Church, with our 
hands upon the Bible, at once the sacred chart of 
our liberties and the foundation of our faith—call 
heaven and earth to record, that in the name of 
Him whose we are, and whom we serve, we protest ! 
No description we can give of this measure of the 
Executive of the United States, even though indig- 
nation alone inspired us to utter it, would exagger- 
ate what we regard as an unholy infatuation, a ruth- 
less persecution, a cruel and shameful device, adding 
severity and bitterness to a wicked and reckless war. 
When it is remembered that, in the name of “a 
military necessity,” this new measure was adopted, 
we may pass by the concession of weakness implied 
in this fact, and content ourselves with calling atten- 
tion to the immorality of a necessity created by a 
needless war of invasion. “ Military necessity !", an 
excuse, not for self-defence, not for self-preservation, 
but for violating the laws of civilized warfare, and 
attempting a barbarity. If“ military necessity ” be 
the inspiration to attempt emancipation, how shall 
men praise it as philanthropy? Are other nations 
uninterested in such conduct? Proclaim the right 
first to invade and subjugate independent States, 
exhaust all resources, and then avow the principle 
of * military necessity ” as an excuse to add severity 
io the wrong, as a plea upon which to project 4 
scheme, violative of every manly, honorable, and 
Christian sentiment! Suppose an invader bappens* 
to be too weak to conquer upon any other plan, has 
he, therefore, the right to proclaim that poison and 
the indiscriminate slaughter of womer and children 
shall be his legaf method ? The common cause © 
hamanity, and the common hopes of Christian civi- 
lization, as they appeal to every nation, cry out 
against this wretched subterfuge. If the “ military 
necessity" of mness may righteously adopt any 
measures that an invader’s ingenuity can invent, or 
his malice suggest, > ya laws, what principles of jus- 
i nd equity, shall nations at war respect? | 
me the, San the world is told “the rebellion’ is 
weak, and will be crushed out in sixty days;” at 
another, “ Union men abound in the South, and will 
welcome United States troops as deliverers; and 
now the invader is so =—- of his task, that it 1s 
a “ military necessity ” that he obtain help of slaves ! 
May it not be pertinently asked, what, that is ered- 
itable to this invasion, ought men to believe, and to 
what end is this deceitful war waged? When this 
last resort, like all the enemy’s preceding schemes, 
shall signally fail, as it certainly will, to achieve the 
ruin of the South, what is promised? Nothing but 
war! cruel, relentless, desperate war! Because the 
President, by bis scheme, violates the Constitution, 
we might condemn him ; though the constitationality 
of his acts be less importan t to us than to the people 








over whom he presides; because he has violated his 
word, his special promise, and even -his solemn oath 
of office, we might abhor his act; though that is a 
matter which may chiefly concern bis conscientious- 
ness, and illustrate the character of that officer whom 
Southerners refuse to salute as their President ; be- 
cause of the diabolical mischief intended, we might, 
in the name of heaven, indignantly denounce his 

roclamation ; though no weapon formed against us 

, practically, more harmless. But these are not 
the considerations which move us to protest: we 
solemnly protest, because under the disguise of phi- 
lanthropy, and the pretext of doing good, he would 
seek the approbation of mankind upon a war that 

mises to humanity only evil, and that continually. 

Let philanthropists observe, according to its own 
terms, this measure is in no proper sense an act of 
mercy to the slave, but of malice toward the master. 
It provides for freeing only the slaves of those who fight 
against the United States. The effort is not to re- 
lieve that Government of slavery, where the philan- 
thropy has full opportunity for displaying its gener- 
osity, and the power to exercise it in respect to 
slavery, if it exist at all, can be indulged; but the 
effort is simply to invoke slavery as an agent against 
the South, reckless of the consequences to the slaves 
themselves. Shall a pretext at once so weak and 

so base mislead intelligent men, and make them im- 
agine Abraham Lincoln as a philanthropist? His 
position ought to be offensive to every sincere aboli- 
tionist, as well as disgusting to every sincere friend 
of the slave of every shade of opinion, on the ques- 
tion of Slavery. How does it affect the cause of the 
Confederacy ? If to awaken a deeper resentment 
than ever inflamed the people of the South before ; 
if to quench the last sentiment of respect that 
lingered in their breasts for the United States Gov- 
ernment; if to unite them more resolutely than 
ever, and to make it to the individual interest of 
every person in the bounds of the Confederacy to 
sustain and strengthen it with every dollar, and 
every arm, and every prayer, and every energy of 
manly virtue and Christian encouragement, be to 
advance the invader’s interest, and give him hope of 
success, then has the proclamation furnished him 
opportunity of congratulating -himself. 
The moral and religious interests of the South ought 
to be appreciated by Christians of all nations. 
These interests have realized certainly no benefit 
from the war. We are aware that, in respect to the 
moral aspects of the question of Slavery, we differ 
from those who conceive of emancipation as a meas- 
ure of benevolence, and on that account we suffer 
much reproach which we are conscious of not de- 
serving. With all the facts of the system of slavery, 
in its practical operations, before us, “as eye-wit- 
understanding 222 Poe elt spear having had perfect 
we speak, we may surely claim PTA. Wiech 
ions and statemehts. Most of us have grown up 
from childhood among the slaves ; all of _us have 
preached to and taught them the word of life; have 
administered to them the ordinances of the Christian 
Church; sincerely love them as souls for whom 
Christ died ; we go among them freely, and know 
them in health and sickness, in labor and rest, from 
infancy toold age. We are familiar with their physi- 
éal and moral condition, and alive to all their inter- 
ests; and we testify in the sight of God, that the re- 
lation of master and slave among us, however we 
may deplore abuses in this, as in otber relations of 
mankind, is not. incompatible with our holy Chris- 
tianity, and that the presence of the Africans in our 
land is an occasion of gratitude in their behalf, before 
God; seeing that thereby Divine Providence has 
brought them where missionaries of the cross may 
freely proclaim to them the word of salvation, and 
the work is not interrupted by agitating fanaticism. 
The South has done more than any people on earth 
for the Christianization of the African race. The 
condition of slaves here is not wretched, as Northern 
fictions would have men believe, but prosperous and 
happy, and would have been yet more so but for the 
mistaken zeal of abolitionists. Can emancipation 
obtain for them a better portion? _ Z 
The practicable plan for benefiting the African 
race must be the providential plan—the scriptural 
plan. We adopt that plan in the South, and while 
the States should seek, by wholesome legislation, to 
regard the interest of master and slave, we, as min- 
jsters, would preach the word to both, as we are 
commanded of God. This war has not benefited 
the slaves. Those that have been encouraged or 
compelled by the enemy to leave their masters have 
gone, and we.aver can go, to no state of society that 
offers them any better things than they have at 
home, either in respect to their temporal or eternal 
welfare. We regard abolitionism as an interference 
with the plans of Divine Providence. It has not 
the signs of the Lord’s blessing. It is a fanaticism 
which puts forth no good fruit : instead of blessing, 
it has brought forth cursing ; instead of love, hatred ; 
instead of life, death: bitterness and sorrow, and 
pain and infidelity, and moral neracy, follow 
its labors. We remember how the apostle has 
taught the minister of Jesus upon this subject, say- 
ing, “ Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 
And they that have believing masters, let them not 
despise them because they are brethren ; but rather 
do them service because they are faithful and be- 
loved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach 
and exhort. If any man teach otherwise, and con- 
sent not to wholesome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is ac- 
cotding to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, 
but doting about questions and strifes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
perverse disputings of men of corrupt mind and des- 
titute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness ; 
from such withdraw thyself.” ; 

This is what we teach, and obedient to the last 
verse of the text, from men that “ teach otherwise "— 
hoping for peace—we “ withdraw ” ourselves. 

The Christians of the South, we claim, are prous, 
intelligent, and liberal. Their pastoral and mission- 
ary works have points of peculiar interest. There 
are hundreds here, both white and colored, who are 
not strangers to the blood that bought them. We 
rejoice that the great Head of the Church has not 
despised us. We desire, as much as in us lieth, to 
live peaceably with all men, and, though reviled, to 
revile not again. 

Notes. 

1. In publishing the foregoing address, it is proper 

to declare explicitly that its origin was from no po- 


ministers of the Gospel in the city of Richmond. 

The signatures an agent ee to this class because 
it was believed that, on the points presented, the 
testimony of men holding this office might be re- 
ceived with less prejudice than that of any other. 
These signatures might have been indefinitely in- 
creased. “Only a limited number of names—much 
less than at first intended—was solicited; and as 
they are still coming in, some will probably be re- 
ceived too late for insertion. These appended rep- 
resent more or less fully every accessible section 





litical source whatever, but from a conference of 


of | Government in its 


the Confederacy, and nearly every denomination 1 of 


Christians. They are ample for the chief objects 
intended, namely, to bear witness to the Christian 
world that the representations here made concern- 
ing the public sentiment of the South are true, and 
to carry a solemn protest against the continuance of 
this fruitless and unrighteous war. 

2. From the best sources of information, it is ascer- 
tained that the whole number of communicants in 
the Christian Churches in the Confederate States is 
about two million and fifty thousand. 

OF these, the number of white communicants is 
about one million five hundred and fifty thousand. 
Supposing tht total white population to be eight mil- 
lion, and one-half that number to be over eighteen 
years of age, a little more than one-third of the adult 
population are members of the Charch of Christ. 

he number of colored communicants is about five 
hundred thousand. Assuming the colored population 


method of computation, one-fourth of the adult pop- 
ulation in communion with the Church of Christ. 
Thus has God blessed us in gathering into his 
Church from the children of Africa more than twice 
as many as are reported from all the converts in the 
Protestant Mission throughout the heathen world. 

















Selections. 


The clergy of the Confederate States of America 
have issued an addressto “Christians throughout 
the world,” in aid of their brutal Institution. 

It is stitched into the cover of the Edinburgh Review 
for July. Does the great Whig party whose organ it 
is intend to endorse the principle? A great many 
people in the world will think it does. 

It has been understood that the organ of one of 
the religious bodies in England has done the same. 
The insulting document begins, “ Christian Bre- 
thren”! As if to decent Christians it would not 
cause the same thrill of amazement, as if we were 
clapped on the back and entitled brethren by the 
te of some nameless Baal in the Cities of the 

ain ; 

They “have put forth this address after much 
rayer, solemnly invoking the blessing of”—Halt ! 
riend. We have gone far enough. 

Was it the incest, the murder, or the robbery, 
they particularly wished to recommend to the atten- 
tion of the Power they tempt, by running on the 
thick bosses of his buckler ? 

Dr. Livingstone reports that slave-hunting for 
European supply is on the increase in Africa. What 
apity it would be to interfere with the scheme of 
~Lhéy “ have notears or tne wuat sour ~~ -—- 

They feel a lively faith that the incest, the murder, 

and the robbery will carry the day, and that they 

shall rejoice in having been moved “in the sim- 

plicity, dignity and purity of Christian duty” to 
ress. 








issue this : : 
As regards the religious aspect of the subject, it 
may be left to the Counterblasts that will be issued. 
Either the faculty is departed from among us, or 
there will be enough of these to satisfy the heartiest 
well-wisher. 

The time is come when men must either declare 
themselves, or lie down under foul impatation. 
The general public has long believed there was 
nothing t20 bad to be attempted oes laymen. 
We must at least know who are on the other side 
The loathsome document is signed by close upon 
a hundred of cassocked men, or men in some way or 
other bearing about with them the insignia of being 
set apart to teach. 

I grieve to see the signatures of twenty who call 
themselves Methodists. You have Methodists at 
Bradford; I mean no incivility to the rock whence 
I was hewn, by counselling you to stop them man 
by man in the street as you may meet them, and 
ask them distinctly and severally, whether they are 
on the side of their great founder, (I have heard him 
reach, which is more than they have,) or whether 
they join with these supporters of his “sum of all 
villanies.” 

They do not propose to discuss the causes of the 
war. Nevertheless they say, “ The war is forced up- 
on us.” There is an old rule in good society, which 
is to be very moderate in rebuking the mistakes 
of the clerical. But did not they rise in armed re- 
bellion on the mere whiff and likelihood of constitu- 
tional restraint on their abominations? And seize 
by violence the arsenals, navy yards, and mints of 
the Government? And overpower by treachery 
the Govérnment’s troops stationed in Texas, and ap- 

ropriate their artillery, arms, and munitions? And 
Lelonaier one of the country’s fortresses and seize 
others, and fire on an unarmed ship with the na- 
tional flag, sent with provisions to a threatened gar- 
rison? The recording angel only knows what they 
did not do. Acknowledgment is due for the list 
to some published letters of General Neal Dow; 
whom God preserve under the peril understood to 
have befallen him! A time will come when Eng- 
lish accomplices will be asked how many of these 
things may be done, and war be forced upon the 
doers. 
But they cannot hold their tongues. They re- 
gard Abolitionism as an “interference with the 
plans of Divine Providence.” Was not the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade an equal interference ? You 
see what we are being carried back to, and what 
fools your fathers were. . 

Like the devil, they quote scripture for their pur- 
pose. “Let as many servants as are under the 
whip.” No, the good and brave Apostle did not say so, 
nor mean it either. It is the perversion of these 
Satan’s advocates, who intend it in their hearts. 


rooms and circulating libraries. Can there be any 
need to exhort our working classes to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest it,,and take a view of 
the bed that was prepared for them to lie down in ? 
T. PERRONET THOMPSON. 
Blackheath, England. 





RESPONSE TO THE MINISTERS OF THE 
GOSPEL IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
To the Reverend Ministers of the Gospel, and all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in Great Britain : 


The Christian public of the city of Boston and 
vicinity have received with grateful pleasure the 
salutation and eloquent expressions of sympathy 
tendered to them by the Rev. James W. Massie, 
D.D., LL.D., and the Rev. J. L. Rylance, M. A., 
accredited Representatives of a large number 
Ministers of the Gospel in Great Britain. 

The undersigned, a Committee chosen for that 
pores, desire to return to you our grateful ac- 

nowledgments, and deem it also a fitting occasion 
to present to you some reasons have ase 
us to give our united su and prayers to 
A reat racted struggle to 


maintain, not only its own honor and existence, but, 





to be four million, there would be, upon the same | 


The thing is cheap, and to be had in all reading- | 











as we believe, the cause of humanity and of God. 
The issue of this struggle will affect not only Amer- 
ica, but the whole Christian world. If our nation is 
politically right, it is also morally right, and justly 
claims the prayers and the approval of all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Christians in America do 
not ask for sympathy to strengthen their own con- 
victions of duty, but they do ask that Christians 
everywhere should aeknowledge the divine truth 
that a rightful and righteous Goverument is an or- 
dinance of God, and that an effort to establish or 
perpetuate human slavery, by rebellion and fraud 
and violence, shall meet with decisive and universal 
condemnation. 

Permit us, therefore, to state the following facts : 

The Government of the United States is, and 


from the beginning has always been, the supreme | 


authority of the entire and one nation, denominated 
The United Statesof America ; and the Constitution 
of the United States of America is the supreme law 
of this nation, a power ordained of God, rebellion 
against which is resistance to the ordinance of God. 
All our officers, National and State, are sworn, and 
all our citizens are bound, to sustain it. It is to 
us all that the Magna Charta, Sovereign, Lords and 
Commons, can be to the people of Great Britain. 

This supreme anthority of their and our common 
nation has been repudiated and attacked, not by an 
oppressed people, but by an oppressing caste of 
slaveholders, confined to a portion of our territory, 
and embracing only a portion of that class who have 
not been able to slow that they had been or could 
be wronged by the Government, prominent men 
among whom have confessed that they had no wron 
of which to complain, but that they desired to esta 
lish a rival system of Government, under which hu- 
man slavery should be protected and rendered _per- 
= The pretext that they had a right to rebel 

cause the President, constitutionally chosen, was 
displeasing to them is absurd, and the charge of un- 
fairness to their interests in the imposition of tariffs 
is false. 

In attempting to accomplish their bad design, the 
leaders of this rebellion have for a long time plotted 
in secret, while holding offices under the very Gov- 
ernment which they combined to overthrow, and 
while solemnly bound by oft-repeated oaths to sus- 
tain the Government; they have taken advantage 
of the confidence and leniency of the nation to pos- 
sess themselves, by stealth and violence, of large por- 
tions of the public property and the means of public 
defence; they have suppressed freedom of speech 
and action in the portions of the territory which 
they could control ; they have overawed, or expelled, 
or imprisoned, cr murdered, or forced into their own 
armies many thousands of the people; they have 
deluded the ignorant masses in the rebellious sec- 
tions of the country, by false statements, and have 


ve nda “9 time in ins 
ernment, which su juent “deverspanee MPa 
portions of the rebellious States have proved to 
spurious and false ; they have sent out emissaries to 
other nations, who, by untrue complaints of oppres- 
sion, and by the use of high-sounding words of lib- 
erty and independence, and extravagant promises 
of commercial intercourse and national alliances, 
and a pretence to aristocratic greatness and worth, 
which we no foundation to rest upon, having ap- 
pealed to the sympathy, the ambition, and the cu- 
idity of foreign governments and peoples; they 
Lave even pretended to invoke the sympathy of 
Christians upon their designs; they have resisted 
the courts and magistracies of their own nation, and 
are therefore alone responsible, before God and the 
world, for the destruction of property at home, and 
the pain and bloodshed and deaths that have marked 
our great civil war, as well as for the disturbance of 
industry and the sufferings that have been occasioned 
by it in Great Britain and France. 2 

For their course they find no sanction in any of 
the great revolutions among civilized nations which 
have received the approval of the best expounders 
of civil and moral law. The revolution to which 
our nation owes its independent origin was not un- 
dertaken for the support of slavery, nor any other 
confessedly bad institution, nor even primarily for 
territorial independence, but for the right then de- 
nied, since granted by Great Britain to all her col- 
onies, of some kind of representation in the bodies 
which had power to impose taxation ; it was also a 
struggle to maintain time-honored privileges which 
had existed from the earliest settlement of these 
lands, then, for the first time, denied. As well might 
some disaffected counties of England, Scotland, or 
Ireland now throw off the authority of Sovereign or 
Parliament, call in a usurper to reign, and appeal 
to the example of William the Conqueror for a 
sanction, as those rebels against a just and impartial 
Government = age for precedent to the story of 
this nation’s birth. ; 

The experiment of a voluntary confederacy of in- 
dependent sovereignties was once tried, in a transi- 
tional period of our nation’s history, and led the peo- 
ple to adopt the Federal Constitution, and become 
a consolidated power. To appeal to the hour of 
weakness in our history that preceded the perfection 
of its Government, for an example, is as wild as it 
would be for a horde of robbers or malcontents in 
England to seek to escape from the Government, 
and set up a rival kingdom, appealing to the time 
when England, Scotland and Ireland were inde- 

endent sovereignties, or to the time when England 
itself was an Heptarchy. 

No, Brethren and Friends,—reason and right, law 
and God require us to defend our national integrity. 
One nation, peace will soon return to this country, 
and bind its parts together in fraternal concord. 
The horrors of civil war will soon be forgotten, 
when its primal cause, human slavery, is completely 
removed. Were it possible permanently to «livide 
this nation, frequent wars must result between its 
parts, other nations would inevitably be involved in 
these struggles, the commerce and peace of the 
world would be imperiled and diminished, the great 
missionary movements of Legyneary oo ery 
land, and perhaps in Europe, wou interru ’ 
and ‘our patton ty Christianity would be disgraced. 
The fearful war which has arisen from this rebellion 
has been carried on, on our part, in & patriotic and 
even Christian spirit, according to the best usages of 
civilized nations ; and we se pa | the emt has 

ver seen an army, in which so large a pro ion 
of officers and soldiers have been impelled solely by 
aregard for the cause of humanity and of God, as 
are found in the army of the United States. 

By a divine Providence, our Government has been 
led, in its efforts to suppress the rebellion, to attack 
and weaken the evils of slavery, much more rapidly 
than could have been constitutionally accomplished 
in a time of peace. The abolition of slavery in the 


of | common territories and in the District of Columbia, 


embracing Washington, the capital of the nation ; 
the execution of a person convicted of being en- 
gaged in importing slaves from Africa, and the en- 
tering into a treaty with Great Britain more effectu- 
ally to suppress this trade ; the recognition of Libe- 
ria and Hayti as nations; the immediate freedom of 
all the slaves that come within the lines of our 
armies ; the forbidding of our officers to return any 
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